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Help Sought To Free Guantanamo Detainees

By REBECCA TORR

MANAMA

THE plight of the six Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay will be discussed in a meeting between the Bahrain 
Human Rights Watch Society (BHRWS) and US Ambassador William Monroe next week. BHRWS regional and 
international relations director Faisal Fulad sent a letter to Mr Monroe last week requesting a meeting, to discuss the 
well-being of the Bahrainis.

"This is the first meeting in Bahrain with the US Ambassador to discuss Guantanamo," said Mr Fulad.

"I think this is a very quick response to our letter and that they have recognised the importance of the detainees' 
situation.

"We wish to settle this case. We will ask him to help release them and also to visit them."

The six Bahraini detainees, who have been in detention for over three years, are Essa Al Murbati, Juma Mohammed Al 
Dossary, Salah Abdul Rasool Al Balooshi, Adel Kamel Haji, Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa and Abdulla Majid Al 
Nuaimi, 

In the letter to Mr Monroe, Mr Fulad highlighted that none of the detainees had been granted prisoner-of-war status 
and had not been brought before a competent tribunal to determine their status, as required by the Third Geneva 
Convention. 

He stated that none of them had been granted access to a court to be able to challenge the lawfulness of their 
detention, as required by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 9) to which the United States 
was a party. 

Furthermore, detainees have been denied access to legal counsel and their families, he added. 

"BHRWS is concerned about the detainees' mental health due to the indefinite and isolating incarceration regime," the 
letter stated.

"We are also deeply worried about the hunger strike they are holding now, especially during this time of Holy 
Ramadan. 

"Our society is anxious about any acts of torture or other cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment that these 
detainees have been subjected to or may still be subjected."

Mr Fulad also requested that a delegation from the society be allowed to visit the detainees in Guantanamo Bay.

The letter sent to Mr Monroe also went to the Foreign Ministry, National Assembly, US Department of State, US 
Congress, US Senate, Human Rights Watch, US, Amnesty International, UK, Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Geneva, Switzerland, World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), Geneva, 
Switzerland, Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland and Fédération internationale des droits de l'Homme (FIDH), France. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9945 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News
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Lawyer Praises Bahrain's Help in Guantanamo Detainees' Case

From Hemu Gorde (Our correspondent)

MANAMA — A senior US lawyer representing six Bahraini detainees in Guantanamo Bay has praised the government of 
Bahrain for taking a keen interest in the case, while adding that without the assistance of the kingdom's ministry of 
foreign affairs his firm would not be able to get the required information about the physical condition of some of the 
clients.

Noted rights lawyer Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, whose New York-based firm Dorsey and Whitney is representing Bahraini 
detainees for the past two and half years on behalf of the now-defunct Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR), said 
in a statement that his firm was "pleased to learn that the ministry of foreign affairs will inquire about the health of 
our clients at Guantanamo Bay who may be participating in a very serious hunger strike. In fact, it has become clear 
that authorities at Guantanamo Bay will do everything in their power to prevent us from learning about the condition 
of our clients."

The statement forwarded to media by the former BCHR chairman, Nabeel Rajab, noted that the firm has recently 
sought permission to conduct meetings at the detainee hospital with any client who may be hospitalised during our 
upcoming visit to Guantanamo. We made this request because during our last visit we were prevented from meeting 
with Isa Al Murbati (one of the six Bahrain detainees) when he was hospitalised due to participating in a hunger strike. 

"The government told us that we would not be permitted to meet  any client in the hospital even if the client is 
hospitalised during our entire visit. In this way, the government could prevent us from seeing our clients at all during 
a very critical period, he said. 

"This is a tremendous concern because we have no reliable way to communicate with our clients and learn about their 
condition other than through visits," the statement said. 

"In light of these obstacles, we need and are very thankful for all help that the Bahraini government can provide," the 
lawyer said. 

The six Bahraini detainees are: Salah Al-Balooshi, Abdulla Al Nuaimi, Adel Hajji, Isa Al-Murbati, Shaikh Sulman bin 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, and Juma Al Dossari, and are all reportedly aged between 20 and 32. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9944     SOURCE: Khaleej Times

October 11, 2005

Five Kuwaiti Detainees in Guantanamo ‘To Be Freed’

KUWAIT CITY: The US will “soon” hand over five of the 11 Kuwaitis imprisoned at its camp in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
the state news agency Kuna said yesterday.

“The US administration will hand over five of the Kuwaiti detainees at Guantanamo camp to the Kuwaiti government 
soon,” Kuwaiti Ambassador to Washington Sheikh Salem Abdullah al-Jaber al-Sabah was quoted as saying.

Sheikh Salem, who did not provide a specific date for the repatriation, said the two countries were engaged in 
discussions over the “mechanism” for handing over the inmates who have been held without trial, often for years.

The US has agreed to release the five inmates following concerted efforts by Kuwaiti leaders, including Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmed al-Sabah, the ambassador said.

After returning to Kuwait, the five detainees will be tried before a Kuwaiti court, he added, without saying on what 
charges.

The head of the society of families of Kuwaiti prisoners in Guantanamo, Khalid al-Ouda said yesterday that he 
expected the five to be repatriated before the end of October.
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“Everything is ready, the plane and the security team that would bring them back. We only need arrangements with 
two airports where the plane would land during the trip,” Ouda said, without elaborating.

He also said that Kuwaiti and US officials are engaged in talks for the release of the remaining six prisoners.

In January, the US released Kuwaiti national Nasser Najr al-Mutairi, who spent three years in Guantanamo.

He was tried by a Kuwaiti court which in June cleared him of charges of undermining Kuwait’s national interests by 
allegedly committing an act of aggression against a foreign nation. In September, six Kuwaiti prisoners joined a 
hunger strike staged by some 200 inmates to protest at their conditions and prolonged confinement without trial, 
according to Ouda.

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9964      SOURCE: Gulf Times

October 14, 2005

Lawyers Appeal To Bahrain Govt on Detainees’ Release

MANAMA — Amid renewed hopes of the release of Kuwaiti detainees in Guantanamo Bay, lawyers representing 
Bahraini detainees in the prison have appealed to the Bahraini authorities to launch vigorous efforts to bring the six 
nationals back home.

Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, whose New York-based firm Dorsey and Whitney is representing Bahraini detainees for the 
past two and half years on behalf of the now-defunct Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR), said in his letter — on 
the basis of the Kuwait News Agency’s recent report that five Kuwaiti Guantanamo Bay detainees will be transferred to 
Kuwait soon — that Bahrain should conduct high-level talks with the US.

In his letter addressed to the former chairman of the BCHR, Joshua said: “During our meeting with the Foreign 
Ministry in Bahrain last summer, we emphasised the need for discussions between the US and Bahrain at the highest 
level to effect the transfer of our clients. We also emphasised the need for Bahrain to take a strong position and to 
demand the transfer of its citizens. The Foreign Ministry was very gracious in saying that it accepted our advice as 
recommendations.”

The expected transfer of the Kuwaitis showed that the high-level diplomatic approach we discussed with the Foreign 
Ministry could bring our clients back home and that the time was right now for diplomatic negotiations, he said.

“Bahrain, like Kuwait, is a crucial ally of the US in the Gulf region. In fact, considering the Navy's Fifth Fleet is based 
in Bahrain, it may be an even more important ally than Kuwait. Also, authorities at Guantanamo Bay are under 
increasing pressure as a hunger strike continues at the prison,” he added.

We have watched for over a year as detainees from Western countries who had been accused of serious violence were 
transferred home, “while our clients — most of whom are not even accused of violence — remained in Guantanamo,” 
he asserted.

The Prime Minister of Kuwait raised the issue of Kuwaiti detainees in Guantanamo during the recent official talks in 
Washington with President George Bush, demanding a fair and swift solution to the problem. Also, the Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister discussed the issue of Kuwaiti detainees with the US officials in New York recently, he pointed out in his 
letter. “We believe that these developments show that there is a clear path that can be followed to bring our (six 
Bahraini) clients home swiftly,” he said.

The six Bahraini detainees are: Salah Al Balooshi, Abdulla Al Nuaimi, Adel Hajji, Isa Al Murbati, Shaikh Sulman bin 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, and Juma Al Dossari, and are all reportedly aged between 20 and 32.

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9908 SOURCE: Khaleej Times
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October 15, 2005

US Opposes Guantanamo Contacts

The US government has told a judge that suspects on hunger strike at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, should not be allowed 
to speak, in person or even by telephone, to relatives and friends because of the security risks such contacts would 
pose. 

As of late on Thursday, 24 detainees were rejecting food and drink, said Terry Henry, a lawyer for the US Justice 
Department. 

Seven had been hospitalised and were being force-fed through nose-to-stomach tubes. Some of the other 17 
detainees also were not eating or drinking, but were in a special cell block and were not yet being fed against their 
will, he said. 

Julia Tarver, the lawyer for a group of 10 Saudi Arabian detainees, said 20-30 suspects were being force-fed. 

Lawyers also appeared in court on behalf of five detainees from Yemen and one from Qatar. 

At Guantanamo Bay, the US military holds about 500 detainees suspected of links to Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida 
network or Afghanistan's ousted Taliban government. 

Dogged protest

The hunger strikers have pledged to starve themselves to death unless they are released or brought to trial. Their 
lawyers said the detainees might be persuaded by relatives or friends to resume eating and drinking. 

But Henry told US District Judge Gladys Kessler that a relative tried to have a lawyer bring into the facility a DVD that 
named various people who had died or were in jail. That raised concerns about whether some message was being 
sent. 

"There are all kinds of security issues there," he said. Henry also suggested the government did not have the 
resources to monitor detainee telephone calls. 

Lawyers for the hunger strikers also are seeking more frequent access to their clients and copies of their medical 
records. The lawyers alleged inhumane and cruel treatment at the camp. Some of the detainees have been fasting 
since 8 August. 

Kessler, who at times sounded sceptical of both sides' arguments during questioning, adjourned the emergency 
hearing without saying when she would issue a decision.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10023 SOURCE: AlJazeera

Guantanamo Lawyers Demand Access

A US judge has heard an emergency petition from lawyers for detainees on hunger strike at Guantanamo Bay calling 
for greater access to their clients. 

They also want to see clients' medical records, and requested that prisoners be allowed to telephone their families. 

A defence lawyer told the judge up to 30 prisoners were being forced-fed. 

Government lawyer Terry Henry said only seven detainees were being force-fed in hospital. He also said giving 
prisoners access to family was a security risk. 

A further 17 detainees were refusing to eat and drink, some of whom are being fed through a tube, Mr Henry said. 
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He dismissed allegations of inhumane and cruel treatment of prisoners at the camp in Cuba as "exaggeration" and 
"misunderstanding". 

"Guantanamo is providing adequate medical care," he told US district judge Gladys Kessler. 

'Serious' situation 

Julia Tarver, who is representing up to 10 Saudi prisoners, told the court that lawyers for prisoners needed "more 
frequent access to our clients" as well as their medical records. 

"The access to clients in this grave situation can't be once a month," she said. 

She recently visited Guantanamo Bay and said the hospital conditions were "quite disturbing", with "no medical 
supervision" and unsterilised equipment. 

Ms Tarver estimated between 20 and 30 detainees were being forced-fed intravenously or with feeding tubes, and 
said 15 others would soon get the same treatment. 

Judge Kessler adjourned the emergency session after hearing the arguments. She did not say when she would 
announce her decision, but lawyers said it was expected next week. 

Reports of the hunger strike at Guantanamo Bay first surfaced back in July. 

Some defence lawyers say as many as 200 of the 500 or so detainees have refused food. 

One British lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith, has accused the American military of shackling patients to their beds in order 
to insert feeding tubes. 

Earlier this month, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said the situation was serious, and it was 
following it with concern. 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10021 SOURCE: BBC News

October 16, 2005

Guantanamo Medics Accused of Abusive Force-Feeding

Detainees' lawyers go before judge
By Charlie Savage, Globe Staff  

WASHINGTON -- US military medics have attempted to dissuade Guantanamo Bay detainees from continuing a 
hunger strike by forcing finger-thick feeding tubes through their noses without painkillers, lawyers for the detainees 
told a federal judge yesterday.

Military medics have also recycled dirty feeding tubes used on other prisoners, the lawyers claimed, relaying what 
they were told by their clients. Calling the alleged practices abusive, the attorneys asked US District Judge Gladys 
Kessler to order the military to turn over their clients' medical records and to allow an outside doctor to examine the 
detainees.

Terry Henry, an attorney for the Bush administration, called the allegations ''outrageous." He argued that the doctors 
at the base provide excellent care to the prisoners, saying the allegations ''should be seen as story-telling, 
exaggerations, misunderstandings, or miscomprehensions of what is going on."

But Kessler was skeptical, saying she found the accounts ''extraordinarily disturbing."
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''The allegations are very serious and certainly describe treatment that is needlessly painful, abusive, and extremely 
inappropriate in terms of needlessly causing further deterioration to the mental condition of the detainees," the judge 
said, ordering the government to respond in writing to the allegations by the middle of next week.

The abusive force-feeding claims revived attention to the issue of the medical ethics of US military doctors serving in 
the war on terrorism. The New England Journal of Medicine has run articles criticizing military doctors for allegedly 
having allowed interrogators to read prisoners' medical records and for helping interrogators determine the detainees' 
physical and psychological vulnerabilities.

Arthur Caplan, director of the Center for Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania, said yesterday that, if it is true 
that Guantanamo medics have used unnecessarily harsh feeding tube techniques to punish prisoners on the hunger 
strike, then they have committed ''a grave violation of medical ethics."

''Medicine is supposed to remain neutral," Caplan said. ''When you start to become complicit in efforts to break 
resistance using medical expertise that should be there simply to protect the health of people, you're headed down 
the wrong track."

Henry said 24 prisoners at Guantanamo remain on a hunger strike, down from 107 at its height. Seven are 
hospitalized, and many of the rest, who are being held in a special cellblock, are also being forcibly fed to keep them 
alive. The detainees have been refusing to eat or drink since Aug. 8 in order to protest their continued detention 
without trials.

Their hunger strike had prompted renewed interest in the military's medical practices at Guantanamo. The 
International Committee for the Red Cross sent an investigative team with a doctor from Switzerland to the base this 
week, Red Cross spokesman Simon Schorno said yesterday. He declined to disclose their findings, citing Red Cross 
policy.

In addition, the American Medical Association said yesterday that it is working with the military to send 
representatives to the base in the next few weeks.

Other groups, including Physicians for Human Rights, have argued that it is unethical for a doctor to force-feed a 
Guantanamo detainee who has chosen not to eat, citing international medical standards that call for respecting a 
patient's autonomy. The antiforce-feeding standard is endorsed by the American Medical Association.

But lawyers for the detainees said yesterday that they have no quarrel with force-feeding prisoners ''in a humane and 
a medically appropriate manner" because their clients are in a deep depression.

''We do not believe that, in the situation they're in, they're competent to make the decision to terminate their lives," 
said attorney Julia Tarver, who recently visited several Saudi detainees who are refusing to eat or drink.

Lawyers for the government and the detainees also sparred over whether it is standard medical practice for a doctor 
to administer a painkiller in order to reduce the trauma of forcibly inserting the feeding tube. Both sides indicated that 
the medics gave no such treatment to the detainees.

Zahid Bajwa, a Harvard Medical School professor who directs clinical pain research at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, said the detainee lawyers are correct. Even under the best of conditions, he said, physicians would always use 
a local anesthetic or a sedative to reduce the pain of inserting a feeding tube.

''It is painful," Bajwa said. ''The standard of care is pretty clear in this scenario. . . . They have to use painkillers or 
sedatives."

Detainee lawyers also asked Kessler yesterday to order the military to allow more frequent attorney visits, as well as 
phone calls with family members who would urge them to resume eating.

Henry argued that granting special privileges to the hunger strikers would be logistically difficult and would only create 
a perverse incentive for more hunger strikes.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10044 SOURCE: Boston.com
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POW Abuse: Nothing New Going on Here

by Mickey Z.
www.dissidentvoice.org

 
As news of a prisoner hunger strike finally begins to trickle out from Guantanamo, rest assured any wrongdoing will 
be pinned on a few bad apples. However, even a cursory glance at U.S. treatment of enemies captured during military 
interventions will demonstrate that the goings-on at Gitmo (or Abu Ghraib for that matter) are standard operating 
procedure for the home of the brave.

During the Second World War, for example, it required a mouthpiece none other than prominent racist Colonel Charles 
A. Lindbergh, Jr. to expose American tactics in the Pacific. His sentiments are summed up in the following journal 
entry:

“It was freely admitted that some of our soldiers tortured Jap prisoners and were as cruel and barbaric at times as the 
Japs themselves. Our men think nothing of shooting a Japanese prisoner or a soldier attempting to surrender. They 
treat the Jap with less respect than they would give to an animal, and these acts are condoned by almost everyone. 
We claim to be fighting for civilization, but the more I see of this war in the Pacific the less right I think we have to 
claim to be civilized.”

“When Lindbergh finally left the Pacific islands and cleared customs in Hawaii,” says author John Dower, "he was 
asked if he had any [Japanese] bones in his baggage. It was, he was told, a routine question.”

While the treatment of Japanese POWs was commonly little more than making sure there were no Japanese POWs, 
those Axis soldiers captured in the European theater often learned firsthand how good the good guys were.

“Before the invasion of Sicily, General Patton told his men to accept no surrender from enemy soldiers who continued 
to fire within the highly lethal 200-yards range,” says historian Michael C.C. Adams. “At Biscari, U.S. troops killed 
thirty-four unarmed prisoners who had given up at the correct distance, but these GIs had seen buddies killed, and 
they didn't feel that a few yards made any difference...[Even] Audie Murphy told new men to take no prisoners and to 
kill Axis wounded.”

Many of those who were actually taken prisoner may have soon wished they were killed. “Captured Germans held in 
France under the command of General Dwight D. Eisenhower were systematically starved,” writes David K. Wright 
while another 676,000 or so German prisoners were shipped to the United States between 1942 and 1946.

Alexander Cockburn adds: “In U.S. camps, POWs were starved to the point of collapse, performed 20 million man-
days of work on army posts and 10 million man-days for contract employers. Some were assigned to work for the 
Chemical Warfare Center at Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland.”

Some 372,000 German POWs in the United States were forced -- at the behest of Eleanor Roosevelt -- to undergo a 
re-education program, “to return them to ‘Christian practices’ and to reject ‘German thinking,’” says Cockburn. “As 
time wore on, the name of the program was changed to 'intellectual diversion.’”

Canadian writer James Bacque, in his book Other Losses, goes even further, claiming that up to one million German 
POWs in Europe died from Allied neglect while others were used by the French to fight the Vietnamese. While perusing 
“Good War” documents called the “Weekly Prisoner of War and Disarmed Enemy Report,” Bacque found statistics 
under the heading Other Losses which he interpreted to mean POW deaths. The author consulted with Colonel Philip 
S. Lauben, who had been chief of the German Affairs Branch of the Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force 
(SHAEF).

“[Other Losses] means deaths and escapes,” Lauben explained.

When asked how many escapes he recalled, Lauben replied, “Very, very minor.” Bacque later discovered the number 
was less than one-tenth of one percent.
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“It is beyond doubt,” Bacque writes, “that enormous numbers of men of all ages, plus some women and children, died 
of exposure, unsanitary conditions, disease and starvation in the American and French camps in Germany and France 
starting in April 1945.” Bacque puts those numbers at “almost certainly over 900,000, and quite likely over a million.”

Needless to say, these controversial figures have been vigorously denied by official sources. Adams addressed 
Bacque's unsettling work in his book: “Bacques’ crediblity has been assailed by Stephen Ambrose, a biographer of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the man who would bear ultimate responsibility for these crimes. Ambrose points out that 
Bacque at times relied on slender or circumstantial evidence and that it would have been hard to keep so great a 
scandal quiet for so long [New York Times Book Review, February 24, 1991]. On the other hand, American guards 
have come forward to support Bacque. One wrote: “I witnessed the atrocities Stephen E. Ambrose tries to deny or 
gloss over.” [New York Times Book Review, April 14, 1991] . . .  The truth is probably somewhere in the middle...As 
another guard admitted: ‘we sometimes slipped over the boundary of civilized behavior and resembled to some extent 
what we were fighting against.’”

With the high level of censorship existing in the Allied theater of operations, perhaps the key to keeping “so great a 
scandal quiet for so long” is that, for most people, it never existed. At the time, General George S. Patton wrote in his 
diary: “Ike made the sensational statement that while hostilities were in progress, the one important thing was order 
and discipline, but now that hostilities were over, the important thing was to stay in with world public opinion-
apparently whether it was right or wrong...Eisenhower talked to us very confidentially on the necessity for solidarity in 
the event that any of us are called before a Congressional Committee.”

No matter who's in office or where the war takes place, it's all the same.

Mickey Z. is the author of several books, most recently 50 American Revolutions You're Not Supposed to Know: 
Reclaiming American Patriotism (Disinformation Books). He can be found on the Web at: www.mickeyz.net.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10040 SOURCE: Dissident Voice
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