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Bahrainis Reunited At Last!

Three Bahraini men returned home Saturday after being released from the U.S. military detention facility at 
Guantanamo Bay, and Bahraini authorities vowed to keep pressing Washington to free three remaining detainees.

Salman Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Abdullah Al-Noaimi and Adil Kamil Abdullah Al Haji were flown home aboard a U.S. military 
plane from Guantanamo, according to Bahraini authorities.

"The three have arrived and they are at their houses," said Adel al-Moawdah, the deputy speaker of Bahrain's 
parliament who has been pushing for their release. 

The three were arrested four years ago by Pakistani authorities and handed over to U.S. forces during the 2001 war in 
Afghanistan.

"It was an ordeal for them and their families, which is why we have been working since day one to release them," said 
Information Minister Muhammad Abdul Ghaffar. "We are happy that they are back and we are going to rehabilitate 
them into the society by finding them jobs and making them good citizens."

About 200 well-wishers lined up to welcome one of the freed men, 40-year-old Al Haji, at a "majlis," or public 
reception hall, in Muharraq, a northeastern suburb of the capital, Manama.

"It's nice to be home, but I will be happier once they release all my detained brothers," said a tired-looking but 
smiling Al Haji, who had a long dark beard and wore traditional white Arab robes. He was repeatedly handed cell 
phones to receive congratulatory calls from relatives and friends.

Three other Bahrainis are among the some 500 detainees still held at the Guantanamo facility in Cuba and Bahraini 
authorities are negotiating for their release.

"We are continuing our efforts with the American government in order to release them and we hope they (the U.S.) 
cooperate with us," Abdul Ghaffar told The Associated Press.

One of the detained Bahrainis, Juma'a Mohammed al-Dossary, 32, tried to kill himself Oct. 15 during a break from a 
meeting with his attorney, the lawyer, Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, said this week.

Al-Dossary, who has been at Guantanamo since January 2002 and has tried to kill himself before, survived the 
attempt but remains despondent over the conditions of his confinement, Colangelo-Bryan has said.

A Guantanamo spokesman, Lt. Col. Jeremy Martin, said earlier this week that the military doesn't discuss details 
about individual detainees at the prison, where nearly 30 prisoners have been on hunger strike since August to 
protest their confinement.

Al-Moawdah said the returnees were interviewed early Saturday by prosecution officials before being sent home.

"I don't think they will be charged with anything," he said. "There is nothing to charge them with."

Relatives have said the men were providing humanitarian relief to Afghan refugees before being detained by Pakistani 
authorities and handed over to the U.S. military during its hunt for suspected al-Qaida and Taliban militants following 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

Abdul Ghaffar, who is also Bahrain's minister of state for foreign affairs, said the men will be questioned further about 
what they were doing in Pakistan before their capture.

Bahrain is one of America's closest allies in the Gulf region and is home to the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet.
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The United States insists that terror suspects held at the camp are enemy combatants, not prisoners of war, and thus 
not entitled to the same rights afforded POWs under the Geneva Conventions.

By HASAN JAMALI, Associated Press Writer  

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10405 SOURCE: Egypt Election

Wife Tells of Husband's 'Miracle' Return

By Kanwal Hameed

A Bay Three wife yesterday described the 'miracle' of seeing her husband walk back through the front door of their 
Galali family home - four years after he had left.

Latifa Mohammed, wife of ex-detainee Adel Kamel Abdulla Hajee last saw him in October 2001.

She looked tired from crying but sounded overjoyed when she spoke to the GDN yesterday at her home where she 
was receiving female well-wishers.

Mrs Hajee, a retired nurse, said that their 15-year-old daughter Hajjar had wept with joy when she saw her father. 
She added that she herself felt 'complete' once again.

"The last time I saw my husband, we were standing here in my mother's house and he said goodbye to me and left. 
That was in October 2001," she said.

The rest of Mr Hajee's family, including his mother, five brothers and two sisters as well as their spouses and children, 
gathered at his mother's house to celebrate a 'double Eid'. 

"This is like two Eids on the same day, with double the joy," said Mr Hajee's younger sister Fatima.

Male members, including a tired-looking but smiling Mr Hajee, 40, hosted a majlis at the Al Mannai mosque near their 
home in Galali to give extended family, friends and well-wishers a chance to welcome him. 

Mrs Hajee and her sister-in-law, Fatima Kamel Hajee told the GDN about the family's four-year ordeal which began 
when they learned from newspaper reports in December 2001 that Mr Hajee had been captured in Afghanistan and 
taken to Guantanamo Bay.

"That was the first time I ever heard of a place called Guantanamo Bay," Mrs Hajee said. 

"Then, little by little we found out about it from the television, the newspapers and the Bahrain Centre for Human 
Rights (BCHR)." 

Mr Hajee's younger brother Abdulla, 38, liaised with the BCHR and American lawyers representing the Bahraini Six 
and directed information between the family and relevant authorities.

The family learned from newspaper reports last week that three Bahrainis were to be released from Guantanamo Bay, 
followed by an article in the Arabic Press which speculated that her husband may be one of them.

"In the beginning we did not believe the news, because from time to time similar articles had been published," Fatima, 
an art teacher at a Muharraq intermediary school, said. 

"But before it was nothing serious, nothing formal. This time we saw it had been issued by the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry. Then there was hope," she added.

Officials at the ministry confirmed the good news to the family in a telephone call on Friday. 

"How can I explain how it felt? You had to see our faces," said Mrs Hajee. 
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Mrs Hajee and Fatima said that Adel was enveloped by a crowd of tearful relatives after being escorted home from the 
Public Prosecution Office by younger brother Abdulla. 

"I got a call around noon," he said. 

"I was in the middle of lunch. I stopped eating and got in the car and drove to the Public Prosecution Office to pick 
him up."

Mrs Hajee said we were waiting for him to reach home in this room. I opened the door when I saw the car arrive and 
we could see all the men surrounding him. And then he came into the room.

"Everyone was crying - from the oldest to the youngest, the men and the women. There were so many of us, he didn't 
know who to hug or kiss first," added Fatima. 

"Hajjar his daughter was so happy, she cried and cried. She was 10 years old when her father left, and now she is 
15."

Seeing Mr Hajee has erased all trace of worry or doubt about his condition, and the family are consoled that he is fine 
mentally after speaking with him, they said. 

"He is in good health, thank God," said Mrs Hajee. 

"He looks the same to me as he did before, but a little thinner."

"He recognised everyone," added Fatima.

"He knew everyone around him, he remembered all the children's names. He realised that I had had another child 
while he was gone."

Amidst her happiness, Mrs Hajee paused to spare a thought for the families of the three detainees still imprisoned at 
Guantanamo Bay, saying that their release would 'complete the happiness'. 

Mr Hajee's brother Abdulla expressed the family's gratitude to the Bahrain government, who succeeded in efforts to 
release the three Bahrainis.

He said he felt confident that the three remaining at Guantanamo Bay would soon join their compatriots. 

"We give great thanks to King Hamad, the Foreign Ministry, the officials involved, and all those who worked for the 
release of the Bahrainis."

"And we hope that God-willing, the rest will come home soon." Mr Hajee's toddler niece Asma skipped from cousin to 
cousin chanting in Arabic "Adel's back, Adel's back, don't you believe me? Adel's back."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10404     SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Saudi Detainee in US Guantanamo Base Arrives in Saudi Arabia

RIYADH, Nov 5 (KUNA) -- Saudi detainee in the US base in Guantanamo Majid Affas Radhi Al-Shammari arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on Saturday, announced a Ministry of Interior official.

The official said in a statement to the Saudi Press Agency that Al-Shammari will be allowed to meet with his family.

The source expressed the Ministry's appreciation for the cooperation of the concerned authorities in the United States, 
which managed to facilitate his return to Saudi Arabia.

The source also expressed hope that the rest of the Saudi detainees in Guantanamo be repatriated soon.
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The US is detaining 250 individuals of Arab and other nationalities in a military base in Guantanamo, among them are 
124 Saudi nationals. They were arrested during the US-led military campaigns in Afghanistan in November 2001

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10402     SOURCE: Kuna.net

November 07, 2005

Yemeni Prisoners in Guantanamo

The American deputy ambassador to Yemen, Nabil Khouri, said that his country will hand over Yemenis detained in 
Guantanamo base in shifts, calling on Sanaa on the need to control weapons trade, for fears that these weapons will 
reach the hands of terrorist groups.

The American diplomat stressed that contacts between Sanaa and Washington are continuous over the Yemeni 
detainees in Guantanamo base in order to bring them back gradually to Yemen within security conditions to be settled 
between the two sides.

He explained that among the items of the security cooperation between the two countries is the exchange of 
information for the purpose of containing terrorism and limiting the dangers coming from abroad and from unsettled 
areas.

In remarks to news which said that weapons were sold to the Yemeni defense ministry and said to have been used in 
terrorist operations inside Saudi Arabia, Khouri said that official weapons should be kept in official hands, and what is 
imported by any country for legitimate defense objective should be made through legal channels.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10452 SOURCE: Arabic News.com

Guantanamo Bay Three 'Need Mental Support'

FREED Bahraini detainees from the infamous US Guantanamo Bay camp and their families must seek professional 
psychological help to continue living their lives 'normally'.

International Hospital of Bahrain psychiatry department head Dr Tariq Maadawy said with years of sensory deprivation 
during their captivity the three released prisoners would have definitely had some psychological disturbances.

"They could be in the form of simple symptoms such as anxiety and feelings of anger and rage, more severe forms 
such as depression in some cases and psychotic symptoms," he explained.

"Loss of appetite and concentration, sleep problems, outbursts of anger and exaggerated or startled responses are 
also symptoms to be expected.

"A thorough assessment must be made in which, accordingly they will have to go through a plan of action to help 
them re-integrate into the society."

Dr Maadawy said it is only natural for the detainees to feel numbness and a detachment of feelings after what they 
went through.

"They might feel like they are not part of the society anymore and may develop post-traumatic stress," he said. 

"There is also a high chance that they will be re-living the experience in dreams and would have sudden feelings or 
flashbacks of it happening all over again."

Not only the victims but their families too need psychological support, he continued.
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It could take up to six months or more for the three, Adel Kamel Hajee, Abdulla Al Nuaimi and Shaikh Salman bin 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, to go about normal daily living routines.

Dr Maadawy added torture in addition to confinement could have worsened their conditions, but the trauma is still the 
same. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10445 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

November 08, 2005

Al Dossary 'Still Being Grilled at Guantanamo'

ONE of the three remaining Bahrainis at Guantanamo Bay is still being investigated in connection with recruiting and 
raising funds for Al Qaeda, according to a report in The Buffalo News, New York, yesterday.

The newspaper quotes a senior FBI agent as saying that Juma Al Dossary is the subject of a continuing investigation 
into who recruited and provided funding for a group of young Lackawanna men, who allegedly attended an Al Qaeda 
terrorist training camp in Afghanistan in May 2001.

It said six of the men were arrested in September 2002 and all wound up taking "felony plea deals" in federal court.

"Al Dossary is definitely somebody who we are interested in here," special agent in charge of the FBI's Buffalo office, 
Peter Ahearn, is quoted as saying.

"Our issues with him have to do with Lackawanna and the recruiting efforts. 

"We're still looking at the recruiters and where the money came from."

The report also said the FBI was seeking further information about Al Dossary's reported suicide attempts - the latest 
of which occurred on October 15 during a visit by his attorney Joshua Colangelo-Bryan.

"We're aware of this suicide attempt and we're trying to get more information on what happened," Mr Ahearn told The 
Buffalo News.

"As far as what impact that may have on our investigations up here, I'd have no comment."

The report said federal agents and attorneys for at least two of the Lackawanna Six had identified Mr Al Dossary as 
one of the men who recruited Muslims from Lackawanna to travel to the camp.

However, Al Dossary has denied any involvement with Al Qaeda and is still being held at Guantanamo Bay along with 
fellow Bahrainis Essa Al Murbati and Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi. 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10441 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Family of Suicidal Guantanamo Detainee Plead for his Healthy Return

WASHINGTON - November 7 - Jumah Al Dossari is a 32-year-old Bahraini national who has been held at the 
Guantánamo Bay prison facility for nearly four years. In mid-October during a visit with his attorney, Joshua 
Colangelo-Bryan from the New York based firm of Dorsey & Whitney, Mr. Al Dossari attempted suicide by hanging 
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himself from a mesh wall after making a large gash in his arm. While it was not the first time Mr. Al Dossari attempted 
to end his life since arriving at Guantánamo, the action was a clear cry for help and a protest against the abhorrent 
and inhumane conditions currently suffered by the men detained at Guantánamo. 

For the first time, the family of Jumah Al-Dossari has made an impassioned plea to the American people for 
information regarding their beloved son’s condition and to ask why he has been held for so long. The contents of the 
letter were released today by the Center for Constitutional Rights and attorneys from Dorsey & Whitney, which 
represented six Bahrainis held at Guantánamo, three of whom were released to their families over the weekend. The 
three men were never charged while at Guantánamo and were released to Bahraini officials as free men after four 
years of unjustified detention. 

The letter signed by Al Dossari’s brother, Khaled Al Dossari: 

In the name of God the Compassionate the Merciful 

My Dear American Brethren, 

I have been extremely disturbed by the condition of my brother Jumah and have been thinking about all that has 
befallen him in the form of torture and degradation and humiliation in the American internment camps. I have been 
wondering and concerned with how my brother -- the very light-hearted and sensitive brother that I know -- has 
stood this kind of treatment from a nation such as America: the same America that has continuously stood for human 
rights, freedom, justice and equality. The foundations of my existence have been shaken by these acts: where is the 
sense of humanity, where is the human conscience, where is compassion, where is brotherhood? I do not know what 
to say and what to write. I have not lived through what my brother has been living through, and I have not 
experienced the unspeakable treatment he has received. My brother Jumah is a sensitive man, and a poet; he is kind-
hearted, never wishing to harm others under any circumstances. He has constantly stood for reconciliation and love 
and has always refused violence and anything close to it. And he loves America and has always been partial to 
America’s sense of humanism. 

My aging father is under treatment suffering from cancer of the esophagus and is nearing the final days of his life. He 
is eager to see my brother Jumah before his passing and he is constantly crying over his separation from his son. And 
my old mother is agonized and heart-broken over the sickness of her husband and life-partner, seeing him in such 
condition compounded by the fact that her son, her flesh and blood, is far from her, being tortured and beaten and 
humiliated. She does not know what his future holds and does not know when he will return to her warm embrace, 
her care and her love for him. My poor mother ails from numerous diseases and cries for hours throughout the day 
over the absence of her son, not knowing whether or not she will see him ever again. And Nura, my brother’s 
daughter, cries and says, “Where is Daddy, all the girls have a dad but me.” And she cries for him and misses his 
warm embrace and is eagerly waiting to be in his presence. No one, of course, could replace the love of a parent for 
her. 

America is a free country, how can such things happen there? Is America not a member of the Geneva conventions? 
Why are the prisoners in the internment camps in Guantánamo suffering such torture and are victims to the worst 
kinds of harm and humiliation? The American people are a great people who would never stand for such abuses of 
human rights and would never agree to the harming of other humans. Therefore, it is incumbent on the American 
people to act immediately and to reject such inhuman treatment so that America could remain a country devoted to 
freedom and democracy. 

My brother right now is in a state of physical and mental break-down. It will be years for him to recover from his 
painful experiences and traumatic memories. And so we ask the freedom-loving people of America to intervene and 
we urge you to free my brother immediately and to intervene in the circumstances of my brother Jumah Muhammad 
al-Dossari and to return him to his nation before too much time passes or before something unspeakable happens to 
him. And we the family of the inmate Jumah are as pained as can be from the separation from my brother Jumah and 
by what has befallen him and we wish to see him soon. 

And finally I would like to thank the team of lawyers and activists on behalf of Jumah's case, and thank them for their 
great efforts to take away the injustice that has befallen him and to show the truth about him. 

Thank you all, 

The brother of inmate Jumah al-Dossari, 

Khaled Mohammad al-Dossari 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10424 SOURCE: Common Dreams.org
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Saudi Freed From Guantanamo To Meet Family After Five Years

DUBAI — Saudi Majed Afas Al Shammari, who was released from the notorious US detention camp in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, and who arrived in Saudi Arabia on on Saturday, plans to meet members of his family in Riyadh, according 
to his brother Saif.

“Our family is very happy over his release,” Saif, who works as an army officer, told Saudi newspaper Arab News by 
telephone from Rafah.

“We are three brothers and seven sisters. We’ll be meeting Majed along with our mother and Majed’s wife and 
daughters. It will be a great happy moment as we are meeting him after a break of five years,” Saif said.

Majed, 33, was released from Guantanamo as US authorities are still detaining 120 Saudis among some 500 inmates 
from around the world held there since 2002. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10495 SOURCE: Khaleej Times

Move To Protect Guantanamo Detainee

By KANWAL HAMEED

LAWYERS for the three Bahraini detainees still at Guantanamo Bay have filed for a "temporary restraining order and 
preliminary injunction" against the American government on behalf of Juma Al Dossary.

They have based their request on allegations of maltreatment and poor camp conditions.

"Mr Al Dossary's recent suicide attempt is the direct result of his conditions of confinement," lawyers said in court 
documents filed with the US District Court of Columbia.

The documents include a "statement of facts", which details allegations of physical abuse, abusive interrogations and 
the religious and sexual humiliation of Al Dossary. 

It also includes reported suicide attempts by Al Dossary and claims he will suffer "irreparable injury" if the injunction 
is denied.

The restraining order and injunction has been filed against US President "George Bush et al".

A temporary restraining order would grant immediate relief - allowing Al Dossary to make biweekly telephone calls to 
family and lawyers (subject to security measures), receive a DVD containing personal greetings from his family, 
receive reading material beyond the Quran, have increased exercise and physical recreation time, and lights and 
music in the cellblock turned off at night so he can sleep. 

"They are small requests that could have a huge impact on his psychological well-being," attorney Christopher 
Karagheuzoff told the GDN yesterday. 

The move follows an alleged suicide attempt by Al Dossary during the lawyers' last visit to the prison on October 15, 
which is also detailed in the court documents. 

They describe how Al Dossary slashed his arm and tried to hang himself from the mesh wall of his cell after asking to 
go to the lavatory during an interview with lawyer Joshua Colangelo-Bryan. 

Mr Al Dossary will suffer "irreparable injury" if this relief is denied, his lawyers warned in the court documents.
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"The threat to Mr Al Dossary's psychiatric state and his life could not be graver or more immediate and that is far 
more than simply some danger of harm," they said.

They are asking for "modest relief" and "minimally humane conditions" for Al Dossary, which they say will keep him 
from killing himself.

The court document also states that almost two years without "any meaningful contact" with other human beings has 
had a severely negative effect on Al Dossary's mental health. 

It alleges that when discussing his isolation with lawyers, Al Dossary asked "what can I do to keep myself from going 
crazy?". 

It also argues that according to previous court rulings, a maximum of 30 days isolation is permissible.

Lawyers are also asking for permission to bring an independent medical professional to assess Al Dossary's psychiatric 
condition and slate the "gratuitous callousness" of the government's refusal to provide the legal team information on 
his medical state after his last suicide attempt.

"Mr Al Dossary is in grave need of help, but will not receive any absent an order of this court," lawyers say in the 
court documents.

"For all of the foregoing reasons, Mr Al Dossary respectfully requests that his application be granted." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10455 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Five More Guantanamo Detainees Charged

By ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON -- Five suspected al-Qaida terrorists, including one accused of killing a Special Forces medic, were 
formally charged with crimes Monday becoming the latest Guantanamo Bay detainees headed for military trials.

The latest announcement brings to nine the number of Guantanamo Bay detainees who have been charged with 
criminal offenses. There are about 500 detainees there, many captured in Afghanistan more than three years ago.

  
The charges against four of the detainees involve an alleged conspiracy involving the use roadside bombs, and in one 
case how to make a so-called "dirty bomb" that would release radioactivity, according to the complaint.

Toronto-born Omar Khadr was charged with murder, attempted murder, aiding the enemy and conspiracy, for 
allegedly tossing a grenade that killed a U.S. Special Forces medic while fighting with the Taliban in Afghanistan and 
for planting mines to target U.S. convoys.

Just 15 when captured and 16 when he arrived at Guantanamo, Khadr is the son of the late Ahmed Khadr, a Canadian 
Islamic extremist who was close to Osama bin Laden and his Egyptian deputy Ayman Al-Zawahari.

His American lawyer Muneer Ahmad, has claimed that Khadr was tortured by U.S. military police.

"Through torture, abuse, and three years of illegal detention, this government has robbed Omar of his youth," Ahmad 
said in a statement Monday. "Now, they are demanding his appearance before a kangaroo court, wholly lacking in 
fundamental principles of due process. The fact that this Administration has seen fit to designate a child for trial by 
military commission is abhorrent. "

The other four suspects, Ghassan Abdullah al Sharbi and Jabran Said bin al Qahtani of Saudi Arabia; Sufyian 
Barhoumi of Algeria and Binyam Ahmed Muhammad of Ethiopia were charged with conspiracy.
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According to a detailed listing of the charges, Barhoumi was an al-Qaida explosives trainer who taught al Qahtani and 
al Sharbi how to build roadside bombs _ so-called remote-detonation explosive devices that would be used against 
American forces in Afghanistan.

The training was done in Pakistan, the complaint said.

Al Qahtani also allegedly wrote two instruction manuals on how to build timing devices for roadside bombs. According 
to the charges, he was told to construct circuit boards that would be used as timing devices. All three were arrested in 
Faisalabad, Pakistan.

Muhammad also was allegedly trained to build dirty bombs _ devices using conventional explosives to release 
radioactivity _ at a terrorist camp in Kabul, according to the complaint. It is said to be the same camp where shoe-
bomber Richard Reid was trained. Reid is serving a life sentence in a U.S. prison after a failed attempt in 2001 to blow 
up an airplane.

According to the charges, Muhammad was planning terror attacks against high-rise apartment buildings in the United 
States and was arrested at an airport in Pakistan, attempting to go to London while using a forged passport

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10433      SOURCE: Washington Post

November 09, 2005

US Pledges To End Case of Kuwaiti Guantanamo Detainees "Quickly"

WASHINGTON, Nov 9 (KUNA) -- Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Sabah, on a visit to 
Washington, said the US Administration has pledged to end the file of Kuwaiti detainees in Guantanamo "quickly." 
"The US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice promised that the US Administration will review the file of the Kuwaiti 
detainees in Guantanamo quickly and with a serious manner, especially those who are suffering from health 
difficulties," Sheikh Mohammad told KUNA after a meeting with Rice last night.

Sheikh Mohammad said the Kuwaiti government is keen on the importance of handing over the six detainees to the 
Kuwaiti authorities and the health problems of some detainees required the need to speed up the process to hand 
them over to the Kuwaiti authorities. The United States has handed over five detainees to the Kuwaiti authorities last 
week and they are now under interrogation.

The Kuwaiti Foreign Minister said the US State Secretary praised the legal measures taken by the Kuwaiti judiciary 
system and the "seriousness" of the Kuwaiti government in dealing with those handed over to Kuwait.

He said he has informed Rice that the Kuwaiti authorities "deal with those handed over to Kuwait in accordance with 
the Kuwaiti legal system and that they are now under judiciary measures." "This proves the keenness of the Kuwaiti 
government that justice takes its role completely and that all of those be tried fairly," he said. He said his talks with 
Rice also tackled the upcoming conference "future forum" due to be held in Bahrain later this week which will discuss 
political and economic reform in the Middle East .

Rice along with several ministers representing world capitals are expected to attend the conference.

There has to be a strategic vision to support political and economic reform in the greater Middle East, Sheikh 
Mohammad said on the conference.

He added that his talks also touched upon the upcoming elections in Iraq in December, the resolution pertaining to the 
assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Al-Hariri and the upcoming Palestinian elections in January next 
year.

He described his talks with Rice as "important" which fall within the framework of cooperation and continuous 
consultations between Kuwait and the United States. 
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 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10492 SOURCE: KUNA.net

US Denies Abuse Claims

THE US yesterday denied allegations that a Bahraini detainee at Guantanamo Bay was sexually humiliated as part of a 
campaign of systematic abuse.

But lawyers for the three Bahrainis still detained at the notorious camp stand by allegations that Juma Al Dossary was 
beaten and humiliated, saying they were corroborated by US military personnel. 

"Some media outlets in Bahrain have recently published several false allegations about the treatment of detainees at 
the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, including allegations regarding Juma Al Dossary," said a statement released 
by the US Embassy in Bahrain yesterday. 

"The US government takes all allegations of abuse seriously. When a credible allegation of improper conduct surfaces, 
it is reviewed, and when factually warranted, investigated.

"As a result of the investigation, administrative, disciplinary, or judicial action is taken as appropriate. 

"We have no evidence that substantiates that Mr Al Dossary was the subject of any sexual humiliation." 

Detainees at Guantanamo "are treated humanely and receive excellent medical care," said the statement.

"Many detainees arrived at Guantanamo with pre-existing physical and mental health problems," it said. 

"Detention facilities at Guantanamo provide detainees access to mental health experts and take any threat of injury or 
suicide seriously."

It also denied that allegations that Mr Al Dossary is being held in solitary confinement or isolation.

"This is incorrect. Mr Al Dossary interacts with other detainees during daily recreation and religious periods and with 
US personnel. Furthermore, he can send and receive mail and be visited by his attorney," it said.

But lawyer Mark Sullivan, part of the New York team representing the Bahraini detainees, stood by the allegations last 
night. 

"Many allegations made by Mr Al Dossary, specifically ones regarding his sexual humiliation, for example the 
allegation that a female interrogator smeared his face with what was allegedly menstrual blood, have been 
corroborated subsequent to the allegations by military personnel," he said.

"The incident where Mr Al Dossary alleges he was physically abused by an IRF team has been described in detail in 
(former intelligence officer) Erik Saar's book (Inside the Wire) and although he uses a pseudonym it is clear he is 
referring to Juma.

"There have also been FBI reports which corroborate incidents of that sort having occurred."

"As shocking as they may seem, Mr Al Dossary's allegations are corroborated in major respects by the military."

Mr Sullivan refuted the US claim that detainees are not kept in isolation. 

"This is directly in contradiction to what Mr Al Dossary and others have reported about their confinement, where they 
have said they have had extremely limited contact with any other human being," he said.

Mr Sullivan could not comment on whether an isolation facility exists at Guantanamo Bay because detainees are 
brought to 'Camp Echo' to meet with lawyers.

Lawyers have never seen detainees living quarters.
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Mr Sullivan said several detainees had complained about a lack of medical care.

"With respect to claims that there has been no torture of detainees at Guantanamo Bay, the inhumane treatment of 
many detainees is well documented by military and FBI personnel who have been at the facility."

Mr Sullivan said he had no knowledge of any judicial action by US authorities following allegations of abuse.

He also said Mr Al Dossary's communications with the outside world were severely restricted.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10485 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Khadr's Mother Slams Government

By COLIN PERKEL
    

 
  
TORONTO (CP) - The mother of a Canadian teenager charged with murder and held at Guantanamo Bay accused 
Americans of acting like gods Tuesday and slammed Ottawa for doing nothing to help her son. 

In an interview with The Canadian Press, Maha Elsamnah lashed out at both Washington and Canada's federal 
government over the detention and treatment of her Toronto-born son, Omar Khadr, 19, who faces the death penalty 
if convicted by a special U.S. military tribunal. 

"The Americans are gods now," Elsamnah said from her east-end Toronto home. 

"The Americans can do anything. They make the law. Nobody can tell them anything. Nobody can disagree with 
them." 

Khadr was just 15 when he allegedly threw a hand grenade that killed an American soldier and wounded another 
during a firefight with Taliban fighters in Afghanistan in July 2002. 

He arrived in Guantanamo Bay as a 16-year-old, the youngest enemy combatant detained there, and has been held at 
the base on Cuba amid accusations from supporters that he has been tortured. 

"The Canadians have not been trying anything," Elsamnah said. "Ottawa is allied to the Americans, so what do you 
expect?" 

One of Khadr's Canadian lawyers, Dennis Edney, accused the federal government of abandoning the teenager and 
hiding behind a veil of "silent diplomacy." 

That sends a loud message to the Americans that Ottawa won't stand up for Canadian citizens, Edney said Tuesday 
from Edmonton. 

Canadian consular officials have never been allowed to visit the teen. The Americans have refused to rule out the 
death penalty if Khadr is convicted, as they have done for British and Australian suspects. 

"The Canadian government has not been able to extract the most meagre concessions regarding this Canadian youth - 
there's not one single thing," said Edney, who's never been able to visit his client. 

"When they stand up and say, 'We're making our representations,' it gets to a point with your so-called silent 
diplomacy that it can be construed as being complicit." 

The lawyer said the federal government has to make clear whether it believes the military tribunal is legal under 
international law and complies with human-rights standards. 

The only Canadian contact Khadr has had so far has been with intelligence officials, who shared the information they 
gleaned in interrogating the teen with his American captors, the lawyer added. 
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"Canada has done nothing for Mr. Khadr." 

In Ottawa, Dan McTeague, parliamentary secretary for foreign affairs, said Canadian consular officials paid a "welfare" 
visit to Khadr in March, although the Americans didn't recognize it as such. 

Canada is having "ongoing discussions" with the U.S., saying Khadr should be able to choose his own counsel and 
have access to his Canadian lawyers, McTeague said. 

Ottawa is also continuing to seek "firm assurances" that Khadr would not be executed if convicted. 

"We are doing as much as we can under the circumstances," McTeague said. 

Given that the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to hear a constitutional challenge to the military councils, it's unlikely 
Khadr will stand trial any time soon. 

Elsamnah said she receives fairly regular letters from her son, the last about two weeks ago. 

"He's fine," she said. "(But) I can't be of any help. Believe me, if I could, I would help my son." 

The Khadrs, all of whom are Canadian citizens, have had an uneasy relationship with Canada since it emerged that 
the family patriarch, Ahmed Said, was a close associate of Osama bin Laden. 

He was killed in a gun battle with U.S.-led coalition forces in Pakistan in October 2003. 

One son, Abdurahman, was previously detained on Guantanamo as an American agent but later returned to Canada. 

"He's a lost person," said Elsamnah, who has previously expressed sympathy for al-Qaida. 

"He's a production of the CIA, what do you expect?" 

Another brother, Karim, was paralyzed during the incident in which his father was killed, and returned to Canada after 
a high-profile campaign by his family in April 2004. 

"He's OK, he's picking up. He's in school," his mother said, adding he spends more time playing computer games than 
anything else. 

The family's oldest brother, Abdullah, is believed to have been detained in Pakistan more than a year ago. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10477 SOURCE: Canada News

Canada Wants Assurance That Guantanamo Teen Won't Be Executed

BY CAROL ROSENBERG

Knight Ridder Newspapers

MIAMI - A day after the Supreme Court agreed to review the constitutionality of President Bush's war crimes court, 
Canadian diplomats sought a promise from the Pentagon Tuesday that it would not seek to execute a teenager being 
held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The Pentagon followed the Supreme Court decision Monday with an announcement of its own - five more war-crimes 
court indictments, notably that of Toronto-born Omar Khadr, who was 15 when he was captured in Afghanistan, and is 
to be charged with murder as an "unprivileged belligerent."

Khadr's detention at Guantanamo has sparked an outcry among some international and human rights lawyers who say 
that, as a juvenile, Khadr was entitled to special treatment under the Laws of War.
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"Under international law, when a country finds children in the battlefield, they are to be treated differently than 
anyone else. They are supposed to remove them, rehabilitate them and return them to a place of safety," said 
American University law professor Muneer Ahmad, who is suing the Bush administration in U.S. District Court in 
Washington for the teen's release and return to his mother in Canada.

At the same time, Canadian diplomats were working with both the U.S. State and Defense departments to get "the 
death penalty off the table," said embassy spokesman Jasmine Panthaky.

"We are seeking a firm assurance that Mr. Khadr, who was a child when the alleged acts took place, will not be 
subject to the death penalty," she said from the Canadian Embassy on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington.

A Pentagon spokesman seemed to suggest that a commitment is expected.

"Khadr's case will not be referred to commissions as a capital case," a Pentagon spokesman, Maj. Michael Shavers, 
said in a one-line e-mail in response to a query Tuesday afternoon.

But Ahmad said Canada had been negotiating for some time and was seeking an official assurance, like Britain got, 
when it had citizens at Guantanamo.

In addition, Canada is seeking a consular visit with the teenager; a Canadian official last saw him in March at 
Guantanamo.

If it ever comes to trial, the case of Khadr will be different than other alleged al-Qaida members facing a commission 
there because he is accused of a specific crime, at a specific place, involving U.S. troops - who could testify as 
witnesses.

The military alleges that the teen, while fighting on behalf of the Taliban, tossed a grenade that killed a U.S. Special 
Forces medic, planted mines to target U.S. convoys and gathered surveillance for the enemy.

Also Tuesday, lawyers for an Australian prisoner, David Hicks, 30, sought a federal court order delaying his 
commission hearing - scheduled for next week at the Navy base - in light of the Supreme Court decision.

The Supreme Court Monday said it would review whether Bush's post-Sept. 11, 2001, war powers entitled him to 
create a commission in the test case of another prisoner - Yemeni Salim Hamdan, 35, who the U.S. alleges worked as 
a body guard and driver for al-Qaida founder Osama bin Laden.

Shavers had said Monday, after the Supreme Court decision, that the Pentagon would press forward with its 
commission schedule for the other war-crimes court candidates: two men from Sudan, two from Saudi Arabia and one 
each from Algeria, Ethiopia, Canada and Australia.

So Tuesday, Hicks' lawyers asked U.S. District Judge Kollar Kotelly to halt his commission on the same grounds as 
Hamdan - arguing that the president didn't have the war powers to create the commission, and that they violate 
international law.

The Justice Department is expected to respond this week.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10478 SOURCE: Duluth News Tribune

November 10, 2005

Guantanamo Bay Date For Lawyers

By kanwal hameed

LAWYERS for the remaining three Bahrainis at Guantanamo Bay will arrive at the controversial prison facility in Cuba 
today to meet their clients.
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They are going primarily to check on the condition of Juma Al Dossary, who they have received no information about 
since their last visit when he tried to commit suicide, according to his brother Khalid.

However, they are also expected to meet the two other detainees - Essa Al Murbati and Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi 
- during the three-day visit.

The lawyers, who work for the New York-based Dorsey and Whitney law firm, are representing Bahraini detainees for 
free.

Three Bahrainis were released from Guantanamo Bay and returned home on Saturday. They are Adel Kamel Hajee, 
Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa and Abdulla Majid Al Naimi. 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10522 SOURCE: Gulf Daily Times

Rice Says America Abides by Int'l Law

By ANNE GEARAN 

AP Diplomatic Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said Wednesday the United States will always play by 
international rules as she prepared to visit Middle Eastern nations where the Guantanamo Bay detention camp is 
shorthand for a discriminatory foreign policy. 

``For the United States an essential element of the rule of law has always been and still remains law among nations,'' 
Rice told an American Bar Association international law gathering. ``We have always respected our international legal 
obligations and we have led the world in developing new international law.'' 

Rice spoke against the backdrop of rising debate over U.S. legal and moral obligations in the detention and treatment 
of suspected or potential terrorists at Guantanamo and elsewhere. Vice President Dick Cheney has led a White House 
charge to exempt the CIA from a proposed national legal ban on torture, and the administration has threatened a veto 
over the issue. 

Senate Democrats are pressing for creation of an independent commission to investigate detainee abuse, and the 
European Union is investigating news reports of secret CIA prisons in Europe. President Bush on Monday defended 
U.S. interrogation practices and called the treatment of terrorism suspects appropriate. 

``We do not torture,'' Bush said. ``We're working with Congress to make sure that as we go forward, we make it 
possible, more possible, to do our job. There's an enemy that lurks and plots and plans and wants to hurt America 
again. And so, you bet we will aggressively pursue them. But we will do so under the law.'' 

Since the terror attacks on New York and Washington four years ago, Cheney and others in Bush's close circle of 
advisers have argued that requirements under the Geneva Convention treaties on prisoners of war are outdated in a 
war without defined fronts or enemies. 

They also have argued that the traditional legal system should not apply, and the United States plans to try foreign 
terror suspects at Guantanamo under a special system of military tribunals. 

Over administration objection, the Supreme Court this week agreed to review a constitutional challenge to the military 
trial system. The justices will decide if President Bush overstepped his authority with plans for a military trial for 
Osama bin Laden's former driver, who is being held at Guantanamo. It would be the first such trial since World War II. 

Rice did not mention those debates in brief remarks a day ahead of a trip to promote democracy, development and 
accountable government in the Middle East. 

The treatment of the mostly Muslim prisoners picked up in the global fight against terrorism is largely an issue 
handled by the Pentagon and the CIA, but resentment over Guantanamo and abuses revealed at the Abu Ghraib 
prison in Iraq complicate Rice's diplomatic agenda. 
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``When Americans violate the law, whether in our country or in foreign lands, we do and we should hold them 
accountable for their crimes as we saw ... after the horrific events that sickened us all at Abu Ghraib,'' Rice said. 

``The virtue of the rule of law is not that it erases all human imperfection but that it upholds a standard of justice 
that enables democratic societies to improve themselves over time.'' 

Rice has been an advocate behind the scenes for modulating the administration's message on torture and detainee 
treatment, but she stood squarely behind Bush in her only public remarks on the topic this week. 

The United States is in a ``different kind of war,'' Rice said Tuesday after releasing a report critical of religious 
intolerance in Saudi Arabia, another nation she will visit next week. 

``We, our allies, others who have experienced attacks, have to find a way to protect our people,'' Rice said. The 
administration protected itself ``within the constraint of the constitution and cognizant of our values,'' she said. 

First stop on Rice's trip is Bahrain, where headlines this week followed the homecoming of three men held at 
Guantanamo for nearly four years. ``Free at Last!'' proclaimed the English-language Gulf News. The three were 
picked up in Pakistan shortly after the Sept. 11 attacks and were never charged with a crime. 

Bahrain is one of America's closest allies in the Gulf region and is home to the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet. As in other Gulf 
nations and in Saudi Arabia, close official ties with the United States coexist with widespread popular distaste for the 
United States and Bush policies. 

Rice will also see Israeli and Palestinian leaders at a delicate moment. Neither side has heeded her advice to capitalize 
on Israel's historic withdrawal of troops and settlers from the Gaza Strip two months ago

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10516 SOURCE: The Guardian

US Denial on Guantanamo Condemned

AN MP denounced yesterday the US Embassy denial of claims that a Bahraini detainee at Guantanamo Bay was 
sexually humiliated, saying the prison camp should be closed.

"The American policy in Afghanistan and Iraq has proven without any doubt that there were all kinds of methods being 
used to get confessions from prisoners of war and detainees," MP Mohammed Khalid said in a statement.

"What about the Guantanamo prison, which is out of the sight of all rights and humanitarian organisations, where the 
matter could be worse than Abu Ghraib or Afghanistan."

He said many of the prisoners from the Arab and Western countries released from Guantanamo Bay had talked about 
being submitted to human suffering and sexual abuse during interrogation.

Mr Khalid called on the US Embassy to advise its leadership to improve its image in the world by closing the Abu 
Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay prisons, which he said were similar to Nazi prisons.

"Only then the image of the American leadership will improve."

The embassy issued a statement on Tuesday denying allegations the Juma Al Dossary was sexually humiliated as part 
of a campaign of systematic abuse. This claim was dismissed by his lawyers, he maintained that Mr Al Dossary was 
beaten and humiliated, which was corroborated by US military personnel. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10513     SOURCE: Gulf Daily News
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No Death Penalty in 5 Gitmo Cases

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- The United States will not seek the death penalty against any of the five Guantanamo Bay 
prisoners charged this week, including a Canadian teenager accused of tossing a grenade that killed an American 
medic in Afghanistan, the Pentagon said on Wednesday.

The charges announced on Monday against Canadian Omar Ahmed Khadr, Saudis Ghassan Abdullah al-Sharbi and 
Jabran Said bin al-Qahtani, Algerian Sufyian Barhoumi and Ethiopian Binyam Ahmed Muhammed brought to nine the 
number of foreign terrorism suspects at the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, formally accused of crimes.

"None of the five will be referred as capital cases," said Air Force Maj. Jane Boomer, a Pentagon spokeswoman.

The United States also did not seek the death penalty against any of the first four Guantanamo prisoners who were 
charged.

Boomer did not explain the reasoning behind the decision not to seek the death penalty in any of the cases.

She said the process involved recommendations from military prosecutors and Air Force Brig. Gen. Thomas 
Hemingway, legal adviser in the trial process, and a final decision by John Altenburg, a retired Army major general 
overseeing the trial process.

The nine cases are scheduled to be decided by a panel of military officers, called a commission, in the first such U.S. 
war crimes trials since World War Two.

Human rights activists and military defense lawyers have criticized the commission rules, saying they favor 
prosecutors, allow evidence obtained through torture and hearsay and permit no independent judicial review.

The United States holds about 500 prisoners at Guantanamo, with only nine charged. Human rights groups and others 
have criticized Washington for the indefinite detentions at Guantanamo and denial of legal rights. The United States 
has defended its treatment of the detainees and has asserted the legal right to hold them "in perpetuity."

Murder charge

Khadr, a Canadian citizen who recently turned 19, was 15 when he was sent to Guantanamo. He is charged with 
murder in the killing of a U.S. soldier, Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Speer, with a grenade near Khost, Afghanistan.

His lawyers have asserted he has been abused in U.S. custody and that his capture and detention at age 15 violated 
American responsibilities under accords regarding treatment of young people during war.

The other four detainees were charged with conspiracy to commit murder, attacks on innocent civilians, destruction of 
property and terrorism.

The charges were announced on Monday just hours after the U.S. Supreme Court said it would decide whether 
President Bush possessed the power to create the military tribunals to put Guantanamo prisoners on trial for war 
crimes. The case marks an important test of the Bush administration's policy in the war on terrorism.

The four men previously charged were: Australian David Hicks, Yemenis Salim Ahmed Hamdan and Ali Hamza Ahmed 
Sulayman al Bahlul, and Sudanese Ibrahim Ahmed Mahmoud al Qosi. Those cases have been on hold because of a 
federal court ruling last year, although the Pentagon moved in September to revive the proceedings in the Hicks case 
and scheduled a hearing for November 18.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10509     SOURCE: CNN

November 11, 2005
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Senate Approves Limiting Rights of U.S. Detainees

By ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON, Nov. 10 - The Senate voted Thursday to strip captured "enemy combatants" at Guantánamo Bay, 
Cuba, of the principal legal tool given to them last year by the Supreme Court when it allowed them to challenge their 
detentions in United States courts. 

The vote, 49 to 42, on an amendment to a military budget bill by Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South 
Carolina, comes at a time of intense debate over the government's treatment of prisoners in American custody 
worldwide, and just days after the Senate passed a measure by Senator John McCain banning abusive treatment of 
them.

If approved in its current form by both the Senate and the House, which has not yet considered the measure but 
where passage is considered likely, the law would nullify a June 2004 Supreme Court opinion that detainees at 
Guantánamo Bay had a right to challenge their detentions in court. 

Nearly 200 of roughly 500 detainees there have already filed habeas corpus motions, which are making their way up 
through the federal court system. As written, the amendment would void any suits pending at the time the law was 
passed.

The vote also came in the same week that the Supreme Court announced that it would consider the constitutionality 
of war crimes trials before President Bush's military commissions for certain detainees at Guantánamo Bay, a case 
that legal experts said might never be decided by the court if the Graham amendment became law. 

Five Democrats joined 44 Republicans in backing the amendment, but the vote on Thursday may only be a temporary 
triumph for Mr. Graham. Senate Democrats led by Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico said they would seek another vote, 
as early as Monday, to gut the part of Mr. Graham's measure that bans Guantánamo prisoners from challenging their 
incarceration by petitioning in civilian court for a writ of habeas corpus. 

So it is possible that some lawmakers could have it both ways, backing other provisions in Mr. Graham's measure that 
try to make the Guantánamo tribunal process more accountable to the Senate, but opposing the more exceptional 
element of the legislation that limits prerogatives of the judiciary. Nine senators were absent for Thursday's vote. 

Mr. Graham said the measure was necessary to eliminate a blizzard of legal claims from prisoners that was tying up 
Department of Justice resources, and slowing the ability of federal interrogators to glean information from detainees 
that have been plucked off the battlefields of Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

"It is not fair to our troops fighting in the war on terror to be sued in every court in the land by our enemies based on 
every possible complaint," Mr. Graham said. "We have done nothing today but return to the basics of the law of 
armed conflict where we are dealing with enemy combatants, not common criminals." 

Opponents of the measure denounced the Senate vote as a grave step backward in the nation's treatment of 
detainees in the global war on terror. "This is not a time to back away from the principles that this country was 
founded on," Mr. Bingaman said during floor debate. 

Senator Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, chairman of the Judiciary Committee and one of four Republicans to vote 
against the measure, said the Senate was unduly rushing into a major legal shift without enough debate. "I believe 
the habeas corpus provision needs to be maintained," Mr. Specter said. 

A three-judge panel trying to resolve the extent of Guantánamo prisoners' rights to challenge detentions sharply 
questioned an administration lawyer in September when he argued that detainees had no right to be heard in federal 
appeals courts. 

The panel of the District of Columbia Circuit is trying to apply a 2004 Supreme Court ruling to two subsequent, 
conflicting decisions by lower courts, one appealed by the prisoners and the other by the administration. 

In its June 28, 2004, decision in Rasul v. Bush, the Supreme Court ruled 6 to 3 that the Guantánamo base was not 
outside the jurisdiction of American law as administration lawyers had argued and that the habeas corpus statute 
allowing prisoners to challenge their detentions was applicable. 
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Under Mr. Graham's measure, Guantánamo prisoners would be able to challenge only the narrow question of whether 
the government followed procedures established by the defense secretary at the time the military determined their 
status as enemy combatants, which is subject to an annual review. The District of Columbia Circuit would retain the 
right to rule on that, but not on other aspects of a prisoner's case.

Detainees would not be able to challenge the underlying rationale for their detention. "If it stands, it means detainees 
at Guantánamo Bay would have no access to any federal court for anything other than very simple procedural 
complaints dealing with annual status review," said Christopher E. Anders, a legislative counsel for the American Civil 
Liberties Union. "Otherwise, the federal courts' door is shut." 

If the measure is enacted, civil liberties groups said it would appear to render moot the Supreme Court's decision on 
Monday to decide the validity of the military commissions that Mr. Bush wants to try detainees charged with terrorist 
offenses to trial. But some legal experts said the court might be able to move ahead if determined to do so.

Under the Graham amendment, the measure would apply to any application or action pending "on or after the date of 
enactment of this act." 

Elisa Massimino, Washington director of Human Rights First, said: "The Senate acted unwisely, and unnecessarily, in 
stripping courts of jurisdiction over Guantánamo detainees. Particularly now, as the string of reports of abuse over the 
past several years have underscored how important it is to have effective checks on the exercise of executive 
authority, depriving an entire branch of government of its ability to exercise meaningful oversight is a decidedly wrong 
course to take." 

The Senate vote on Thursday came just days after senators voted, for the second time in recent weeks, to back a 
measure by Mr. McCain to prohibit the use of cruel and degrading treatment against detainees in American custody. 

Vice President Dick Cheney has appealed to Mr. McCain and to Senate Republicans to grant the C.I.A. an exemption to 
allow it extra latitude, subject to presidential authorization, in interrogating high-level terrorists abroad who might 
know about future attacks. Mr. McCain said Thursday that negotiations with the White House on compromise language 
were stalemated. 

In addition to Mr. Specter, Republicans voting against the bill were Senators John E. Sununu of New Hampshire, 
Gordon H. Smith of Oregon, and Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island. The five Democrats voting for the bill were Senators 
Joseph I. Lieberman of Connecticut, Mary L. Landrieu of Louisiana, Ben Nelson of Nebraska, Kent Conrad of North 
Dakota and Ron Wyden of Oregon. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10540 SOURCE: New York Times

Groups Denounce Stealth Senate Amendment on Detainees

WASHINGTON - November 9 - As Senator Graham planned to introduce an amendment today to the military 
appropriations bill that would strip U.S. courts of any jurisdiction over detainees at Guantánamo and other U.S. 
facilities around the world, the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) and allies spoke out against this attack on the 
rule of law, the fundamental principle of habeas corpus and the separation of powers. CCR issued a statement 
(below), and Judge John Gibbons, who argued the landmark CCR case Rasul v. Bush before the Supreme Court, the 
New York City Bar and others will have open letters read by senators on the Senate floor (attached). 

STATEMENT: GRAHAM AMENDMENT WOULD DESTROY HABEAS CORPUS AND STRIP COURTS OF 
JURISDICTION FOR DETAINEES 

In a historic victory, the Center for Constitutional Rights successfully argued before the Supreme Court in June 2004 
that individuals held in U.S.-run facilities like Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, are entitled to access the U.S. judicial system 
to have a fair hearing on the status of their detention. Since then, the Center for Constitutional Rights has established 
a team of over 450 attorneys from the country’s most prestigious private law firms who have filed writs of habeas 
corpus on behalf of the men held at Guantánamo Bay. The Bush Administration has done everything in its power to 
defy the Supreme Court’s mandate in Rasul affording the men at Guantánamo access to the federal judicial system. 

Senator Graham of North Carolina stated his intention to introduce an amendment today to the defense appropriations 
bill that would strip the federal courts of habeas jurisdiction and prohibit courts from reviewing challenges to indefinite 
detention not only from Guantánamo detainees, but from any non-citizens who have the misfortune of finding 
themselves at any U.S.-run facility within or without our Nation’s borders. It would create a thousand points of 
darkness around the world where U.S. officials would be free to ignore the crucial role of the courts as a check against 
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unfettered Executive power, a judicial role enshrined in our Constitution. The Graham amendment would formalize the 
lawless policies of the Bush Administration and result in the continued torture of prisoners held in U.S. custody. 

It is no secret that arbitrary indefinite detention and widespread prisoner mistreatment have and continue to take 
place at Guantánamo and other U.S.-run facilities. It is precisely this unchecked Executive tyranny that the historic 
writ of habeas corpus was designed to prevent. As the United States Supreme Court stated firmly in Rasul, 
“Consistent with the historic purpose of the writ, this Court has recognized the federal courts' power to review 
applications for habeas relief in a wide variety of cases involving Executive detention, in wartime as well as in times of 
peace.” , 

Senator Graham’s jurisdiction-stripping efforts come as allegations of secret CIA detention facilities around the world 
dominate headlines; the day after the Senate defeated an amendment that would have created an independent 
commission to investigate torture at U.S. facilities, further evading oversight and accountability; and two days after 
the Administration charged five more detainees at Guantánamo to go before the very military commission that the 
Supreme Court announced it would review for constitutionality that morning. 

The Graham Amendment will only serve to reinforce the growing perception that the United States has become an 
enemy of human rights. The documented fact that in many cases the "evidence" against these men has been procured 
by torture and other inhumane methods only worsens the situation. To the extent that our courts have honored the 
writ of habeas corpus and basic principles of due process, they have served to dispel the terrible image that this 
Administration has soiled the American people with. The Graham Amendment is a last minute stealth attack upon the 
integrity of our Constitution and Bill of Rights that will destroy the little amount of good will we have achieved as a 
result of the decisions of the United States Supreme Court and lower courts. Just as a few small rays of light were 
beginning to trickle into the legal black hole at Guantánamo, Senator Graham proposes to return it to darkness. 

We urge Senator Graham to drop this ill-advised proposal and instead to permit the courts to complete the judicial 
inquiry that the United States Supreme Court mandated and he proposes to abort. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10506 SOURCE: Common Dreams

November 12, 2005

Legislating A War Crime: US Senate Moves To Ban Court Review of 
Guantanamo Detentions

By Bill Van Auken

Acting with virtually no debate or warning, the US Senate on Thursday passed, in the form of an amendment to a 
military budget bill, a far-reaching measure denying so-called “enemy combatants” any right to challenge their 
detention in US courts.

While this reactionary piece of legislation is aimed in the first instance at the more than 500 men and boys who have 
been imprisoned without charges, facing torture and abuse, at the Pentagon’s concentration camp in Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, it constitutes a frontal assault on basic democratic rights and the constitutional form of government in the 
United States itself.

The measure would turn into law the Bush administration’s arrogation to itself of the power to order the arrest and 
imprisonment of anyone it sees fit on the sole say-so of the president as “commander-in-chief” without formally 
charging them or even revealing their detention and without any possible review by the courts.

It would dramatically alter the balance of power between the different branches of the US government, undermining 
the independence of the judiciary and denying the courts the ability to review the actions of the presidency and 
consider the appeals of those claiming to have been unjustly imprisoned.

Introduced by Senator Lindsey Graham (Republican, South Carolina) and passed by a Senate vote of 49 to 42, the 
amendment effectively strips the US courts of any jurisdiction over those detained in the so-called war against terror 
and overturns the extremely limited moves by the courts to review the legality of the Bush administration’s actions.
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The legislation would likely end up applying to all non-citizens detained by the government both outside the US and 
within.

The measure was approved under conditions in which the US government has come under increasing fire 
internationally over a flood of revelations concerning secret prisons run by the CIA in eastern Europe and elsewhere 
and the torture of detainees by both the intelligence agency and the US military.

As the Senate voted, prisoners in Guantánamo were continuing a protracted hunger strike to demand that they be 
granted conditions guaranteed by the Geneva Convention and that they be permitted a hearing in a genuine court.

Graham made it clear that his amendment is designed to ensure that the criminal abuse of these detainees continues. 
“It is not fair to our troops fighting in the war on terror to be sued in every court in the land by our enemies based on 
every possible complaint,” he said.

While an attempt will reportedly be made next week in the Senate to remove the abrogation of habeas corpus from 
the bill, it is virtually certain that the Graham amendment would win the support of the Republican-controlled House 
and be signed into law by Bush.

Under international law, the Graham amendment itself constitutes a war crime. It violates the 1907 Hague treaty, 
which declares it a crime to “declare abolished, suspended, or inadmissible in a court of law the rights and actions of 
the nationals of the hostile party.”

It likewise violates the Geneva Convention, which protects detainees by prohibiting “the passing of sentences and the 
carrying out of executions without previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court, affording all the 
judicial guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples.”

The most fundamental of these guarantees—and one of the cornerstones of democratic rights worldwide—is the right 
to petition a court for a writ of habeas corpus.

The measure passed the Senate just three days after the US Supreme Court announced that it would rule on the 
constitutionality of the kangaroo-court-style military tribunals that the Pentagon has set up at Guantánamo to 
supposedly determine whether detainees can be released.

Not only would the amendment void this case, it would also apply retroactively to other rulings and to appeals filed on 
behalf of hundreds of detainees in various federal courts. Among the rulings that would be nullified is a June 2004 US 
Supreme Court finding in the case of Rasul v. Bush that foreign citizens accused of terrorism can challenge their 
detention in the US courts.

It is not a matter of the courts having served as champions of the detainees’ rights. On the contrary, they have for 
the most part bowed to the administration’s claims that the president is entitled to extraordinary powers because the 
US is supposedly at war, including the power to hold “enemy combatants” without charges or trial.

The courts have ignored the fact that this so-called “war on terror” has never been declared, has no defined enemy 
and is presented as a conflict that will continue indefinitely, making the extraordinary powers of the president 
essentially permanent. As for “enemy combatant,” this is a term that has never been defined, outside of describing 
anyone the president wants detained without granting them either the legal rights of someone charged criminally or 
the rights granted to prisoners of war under the Geneva Convention.

Institutionalizing dictatorial methods

Nonetheless, by legislating the exclusion of the courts from any review of these police-state measures, the Senate’s 
action represents a significant step toward the institutionalization of dictatorial forms of rule within the US.

The measure also gives the lie to another item tied to the Defense Appropriations Bill, the so-called McCain torture 
amendment—passed by a vote of 90 to 9—barring “cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment” against 
those detained by the US government.

The Bush administration has threatened to veto the entire military funding bill if the amendment remains, while Vice 
President Dick Cheney has exerted political pressure on the Senate to specifically exempt the CIA from the 
proscription of torture so that it can continue the brutal methods it employs at a network of secret prisons scattered 
around the globe.
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The Graham amendment turns this ban on torture into a dead letter, or rather window dressing, for continuing the 
brutalization of thousands of people held by the US against whom no charges much less evidence has been presented. 
If they have no right to seek redress in the courts, then the administration is free to do with them as it likes, including 
torture and extra-judicial executions, without fear of exposure.

The amendment drew sharp fire from both human rights and attorneys’ groups nationwide.

The New York City Bar called the measure “precisely the wrong action at the wrong time.” It noted that the Bush 
administration “asserting extraordinary wartime powers, has created a whole new structure, based on tenuous legal 
ground, to indefinitely detain any person anywhere whom the President claims to be an enemy combatant (a term for 
which there is still no settled definition in law), and argues that he may do so without judicial review.”

The National Institute of Military Justice issued a statement declaring, “The proposed amendment would sanction 
unreviewable Executive detention that cannot be harmonized with our Nation’s longstanding adherence to the rule of 
law.”

And the American Civil Liberties Union warned: “By depriving all courts of jurisdiction over nearly all claims by foreign 
detainees held at Guantánamo Bay, the Graham amendment would eviscerate the protections of the McCain 
amendment and other anti-torture laws, violate the Constitution by denying the Supreme Court its role as the final 
authority on whether government actions are constitutional and legal and terminate nearly all court cases brought by 
military officers on behalf of detainees.”

Once the right of habeas corpus has been abolished for foreign detainees and those whom the president declares 
“enemy combatants,” what is to stop the Congress from passing a law declaring that no American citizen has the right 
to challenge his or her imprisonment?

The legal framework is being constructed for the type of state that existed in Latin America in the 1970s, when people 
“disappeared” to be tortured and executed in the security forces’ clandestine prisons, with no one held accountable 
and no challenge permitted within the courts.

That such a proposal—repudiating a principle that has been part of democratic legal rights going back to the Magna 
Carta nearly 800 years ago—could be tacked on as an amendment to a military spending bill speaks volumes about 
the nature of the US government and America’s ruling elite.

It is a government that operates on the basis of conspiracy and deliberate concealment of its policies from the 
American people. Within the financial oligarchy that dominates political life and controls both major parties, there is 
no significant constituency for the defense of bedrock constitutional principles.

In an atmosphere of fear and hysteria whipped up in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001, attacks—events that 
have yet to be fully explained to the American people—the Bush administration has rammed through sweeping attacks 
on democratic rights, with the full collaboration of the Democratic Party. These include the Patriot Act, giving police 
and intelligence agencies unprecedented powers of surveillance, search and seizure.

It has since invoked a “global war on terror” as a pretext for launching an unprovoked and illegal war against Iraq as 
well as for carrying out a systematic war against the US Constitution.

This drive to demolish centuries’ old rights is part of an international process that has seen in just the past week the 
imposition of sweeping “anti-terrorism” legislation in both Britain and Australia and the declaration of a state of 
emergency in France.

Underlying this global process is the unprecedented polarization between a wealthy financial elite and masses of 
working people, whose basic democratic rights are increasingly seen by the capitalist political establishments in every 
country as an intolerable obstacle to immensely unpopular policies, including war and the eradication of what remains 
of generations’ worth of social reforms.

The Graham amendment, in its attempt to enshrine into law the dirty and illegal practices that have been carried out 
by the Bush administration over the past four years, represents a stark warning that this process is very far advanced 
and is encountering no serious resistance from any section of the political establishment.

The defense of democratic rights—including the essential right of habeas corpus—is today possible only through the 
independent political mobilization of the working class.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10562 SOURCE: World Socialist Website
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Fight Over Graham Bill That Would Strip Courts of Authority to Hear 
Guantanamo Cases to Continue in Senate

Historic Right to Habeas in Jeopardy More on Ending Torture  

The Senate passed on Thursday an amendment to the defense policy bill that would strip all U.S. courts – including 
the Supreme Court – of the power to hear any cases concerning prisoners’ challenges to their detention held at 
Guantanamo Bay. But the Senate is expected to revisit these issues early next week. The amendment, introduced by 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC), deprives U.S. federal courts of jurisdiction over detainees’ petitions for writs of habeas 
corpus and limits judicial inquiry at Guantanamo Bay to the narrow question of the military's compliance with its own 
regulations relating to so-called “enemy combatants.” It would also prevent detainees from challenging the legality of 
their detention and treatment, including torture and abuse in interrogation. The amendment passed by a vote of 49-
42.

“This amendment would -- for the first time since the Civil War -- suspend the writ of habeas corpus, this time for 
those held on U.S. territory at Guantanamo Bay. It undermines the independence of the judiciary, particularly in 
resolving cases already pending in U.S. courts, and will further undermine America’s standing in the world as a 
reliable and effective ally in the fight against terrorism,” said Elisa Massimino, Washington director of Human Rights 
First.

On the provision of the bill that would deny the detainees the right to challenge any aspect of their detention – 
including any torture or abuse suffered at Guantanamo, Massimino added: “The Graham bill would undo two centuries 
of U.S. commitment to enforcing in its courts the universal prohibition against torture.”

The restriction on court oversight is particularly striking following the Supreme Court’s ruling, 6-3, last year, finding 
that the U.S. courts had full jurisdiction to consider challenges to the legality of detentions at Guantanamo Bay. The 
bill also presents serious constitutional questions in that it purports to cover cases that are currently being heard by 
courts in Washington, D.C. and even a case that the Supreme Court agreed to hear this week concerning the 
constitutionality of military commissions. Under the amendment, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit has limited authority to review claims regarding whether the Defense Department is following its own 
procedures for novel “Combatant Status Review Tribunals” and “Administrative Review Boards” created for 
Guantanamo alone.

“The action is an unwarranted usurpation of judicial authority by Congress,” added Massimino. “Instead of providing 
substantive guidance and congressional oversight, this amendment would strip authority from the one branch of our 
government that so far has forced reexamination of troubling detention and interrogation policies -- the courts."

The Senate will take up this issue again as early as Monday of next week, and a vote on further amendments that 
would ameliorate these provisions is expected.

Read Letter to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) from Rear Admiral John D. Hutson, USN (Ret.) (PDF-371KB)

Read Sen. Specter’s statement opposing Graham Amendment (PDF-17KB)

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10561 SOURCE: Human Rights First

Amnesty International Volunteers To Defend Saudis in Guantanamo

Asharq al-Awsat, Dammam - It has been made known to Asharq al-Awsat that American lawyers from the 
organization Amnesty International have volunteered to defend a number of Saudi detainees of Guantanamo Bay in 
American courts. 

Ahmad Mazhar, the head of the Saudi team of lawyers responsible for the cases of the Saudi detainees of 
Guantanamo Bay told Asharq al-Awsat that his team were ready to defend the Saudi citizens in front of American 
courts in case negotiations between Riyadh and Washington fell through.
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He also noted that negotiations between Riyadh and Saudi Arabia are still taking place and that the problem may be 
solved without having to resort to American courts. Mazhar further elaborated that his team would take all the 
necessary measures to defend the detained Saudis in American courts, and that they are already fully prepared for 
such action. The team had also cooperated with American law firms so that if they had to, the Americans would appeal 
in American courts, as such action is confined to American lawyers only. He added that such action would only be 
sought if official negotiations reached a deadlock.

In another context, Mazhar commented on press reports concerning the release of 40 Saudi prisoners in Guantanamo. 
He said, "(Unnamed) Official sources had promised the release of the Saudi prisoners from Guantanamo." He added 
that the release was expected to take place during the holy month of Ramadan but never occurred. He further added, 
"We are still waiting for their release especially considering the recent promises that have been made."

Mazhar affirmed that an international law conference would be launched on the 19 and 20 November in London, 
sponsored by Amnesty International to discuss the cases of the Saudi detainees. The conference will be attended by a 
number of human rights organizations. 

Mazhar further stated that there have been great efforts exerted by Saudi authorities for the release of the detainees. 
Twenty-one Saudi prisoners were transferred to Guantanamo by American authorities after the American war in 
Afghanistan. Mazhar stated that a Saudi security delegation had visited the Guantanamo camp to discuss the status of 
each detainee there. 

Mazhar added that American authorities had refused to allow Saudi lawyers to visit their defendants yet it had 
welcomed representatives of the Saudi military forces to visit Guantanamo. 

Recently, eight prisoners of Guantanamo of Kuwaiti and Bahraini origin, were released, an achievement that sparked 
hope that Saudi detainees would also be released. 

Guantanamo detainees Adel al-Zamel, Mohammad al-Daihani, Abdullah al-Ajmi, Saad al-Azmi and Abdulaziz al-
Shemmari were returned to Kuwait upon their releases. 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10578 SOURCE: Asharq Alawsat

Vote To Strip Rights of Guantanamo Prisoners May Be Reconsidered

BY FRANK DAVIES

Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON - For almost eight centuries the "great writ" of habeas corpus has been a bedrock principle of English 
and American law, from the Magna Carta to today's jails and courts. It's the means for a prisoner to contest his 
imprisonment before a judge.

That's one reason legal experts were stunned when the Senate, after an hour of debate, voted Thursday to overturn 
the Supreme Court's extension of habeas corpus protection to 500-plus detainees at the Guantanamo Bay naval base 
in Cuba.

Opponents vowed Friday to fight the measure, and negotiators on the issue said the Senate may reconsider it early 
next week. The White House, which previously has opposed oversight of Guantanamo by Congress and the courts, 
supports the Senate action, spokeswoman Jeanie Mamo said Friday.

Under the provision, proposed by Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., suspected terrorists held at Guantanamo no longer 
would be allowed to challenge their detentions in federal court. Most of the detainees were captured in Afghanistan or 
Pakistan, and many have been held for almost four years without charges.

The provision would reverse a 2004 Supreme Court decision that held that the detainees have the right to sue. Almost 
300 detainees have filed petitions in U.S. district court in Washington since.

The Graham proposal also would block Monday's Supreme Court decision to hear some detainees' challenges to 
military trials set to be held at Guantanamo. It also would stop a case now being considered by the U.S. Court of 
Appeals on how habeas corpus cases should be handled.
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In a brief interview Thursday after the 49-42 vote, Graham said his proposal was intended "to correct the balance" in 
how terror suspects should be treated - as enemy combatants, not as potential criminal defendants. He said the action 
was needed because Congress' failure to set legal procedures for dealing with the detainees had forced the courts to 
step in.

"We've been chicken, to be honest, but now we're trying to bring some clarity to the legal confusion," said Graham. 
He said his proposal is part of a package with Sen. John McCain's amendment - adopted by the Senate last month - to 
ban cruel and inhumane treatment of prisoners.

Many legal experts said the reach of Graham's proposal was breathtaking.

The Senate is "trying to reverse a Supreme Court case of great magnitude and scuttle another one," said Scott 
Silliman, a former Air Force lawyer who heads Duke University's Center on Law, Ethics and National Security. "This is 
momentous."

Even proponents of the administration's position that Congress and the courts should stay out of the detainee issue 
expressed surprise.

"Stripping jurisdiction from the court after they have decided is far-reaching and, I think, premature," said Lee Casey, 
a Washington attorney who worked in the administrations of Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. 
"Congress can override the Supreme Court, but in this case I don't consider it the right thing to do."

Opponents are scrambling to overturn the Senate vote. Sen. Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M, is planning an amendment that 
would remove the habeas corpus provision from Graham's proposal, and the Senate may take that up Monday.

John Hutson, a retired rear admiral and former judge advocate general of the Navy, is rounding up signatures from 
about 60 former officers who oppose the proposal.

The National Institute of Military Justice, a nonpartisan legal group, is also opposing the measure.

Opponents described the battle in dramatic terms.

"The conscience of our nation is up for grabs," said Michael Ratner, whose Center for Constitutional Rights was the 
first group to challenge the Guantanamo detentions.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10570 SOURCE: Mercury News.com
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